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Sekizinci  Yizyllda Hayat Tarzi ve Bos Vakit Eglenceleri(Istanbul: Kog Universitesi
Yayinlar, 2011), p. 135.)
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Ols&el HAE2 Ofgt 25 Y= AS 8YoA i, =tafstn FAHel 2o A&

Choll 22{stn AELICE (Tbatbaaiy Alhakim, 15 Dec 2017, pp. 185,186,189)
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Ol23 = O|= 3|2 O|ZHOM o|R3lE|0f LT SHALQF AR AEES| HHIHE =
ZA&LICH 1980 A5 E| OfOFE 2} =0 O|L|(Ayatollah Khomeini)o| H&HOf et o|&S

A @2 od2 #3Mo =07l A0 aX|EJASLCE  (Hijab law exists in which
countries?, 2021) 1984d 0|2t O|= & 2|Z|(Islamic Consultative Assembly)s 3340
M SIS XI71X e AS 2~20F2{e] Ea322 XY= B SUAZSLLC 22 O
of 3% d|TS HESIALL AESIX| YU AEOMA ZLE t1, O|H ZR0= At
=2 HM=ESI HzE FMSHZ|= LICL (The crime of unveiiling and punishing
unveiled, n.d.) https://www.heyvalaw.com/web/articles/view/96/-2-0b)-Dljls o-g-ola a--p oy
Slas html
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3 S31% ZSHI ofYY 2o CfE 25 U
=
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ot 502t A) 0 M= OlSBOIA THYE SuH
A0 ZAZ Qs mEAOMZSl =ItS2 o2t MESSl =Zotet Ze(Eof UFLICH
(Al-Sistani, 2014, p. 542)

[t2fAf O|2tut OFE =7t0AM = o|F Rt CIAtel=: CHELIC

OEf Z2tof =M HEAOD Z7to| Hdut od2 5 HME He 21 €33 2
Ol L|C}14)
H-g .

o HEAOLT Z7to| ofF HE 2lF/

O X[ge| Hd=2 Thawbe| HEHQl Otgr S LC

ofatHlo HZAlOIRt 27to| of B2 UM IEo| OfFSS FUS MK %m MSES Al
&UCH of X9 AFEISO| o2 98e Ham Abgt x|elo| K20 |

= o H-L

14)https://www.123rf.com/photo_61269856_muslim-arab-man-and-woman-vector-character-wearing-ar
abic-traditional-abaya-and-thawb-dress-with-fri.html
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-Thawb&= L= @& EY AR, EE Keffiyeh, Agaldt & 71Z2 LSLCH O] Ega
= =7t0tet ofzt CHELICE OfE S0 O[gtut o|2tA2| OFgfel2Thawb?t A= ZEHE ¢
X2t ofn2|E AtEE2 Thawb?t Sl= ZEtE Mz eLCh Thawb= 2A0|ERF AZ20| O
OlF2 MAO| JAEL|Ct (Thawb, n.d.)
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15) ' 16)
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-keffiyeh= TEXQ S5 M| FHYULICE keffye= EHSD Zj2HE M2t #8 B2
5t7| lof HE|z AHEE UL (Keffiyeh, n.d.)

- Agal2 KeffiyehE Z&Xte| HE[0] 1F5t= O AL8El= OIF22 %8k = d2M &
2 LICt. (Oxford English Dictionary, 1989 && 2 FA HE HESO{HSLICL

18)

Bisht= Thawb?|0| %&3%t= H&HC 5dE& YEYULL IA2 SHHY oY, 3t 8
Oi=0ilAM 2= FTat 227t e SHH SHYUCL (almukhtar, 2012)

15)https://www.researchgate.net/figure/White-Thawb-usually-classified-as-a-Muslim-male-dress-Emirate
-white-thobe-gown_fig11_269279292

16)https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Muslim-Mens-Thobe-Robes-Caftan-Dishdasha-Islamic-Clothing-Saudi-A
rabian-Kaftan-/303344719326

17) https://www.dayoutdubai.ae/blog/safari/traditional-dress-of-uae-dubai/
18) https://www.amazon.in/Al-Hobish-Ogal-Arabian-Headwear/dp/B077D4W8V])
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| @&LICE) (What are Emirati women wearing?, 2018)
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Mol 2042 oyt 22 +

19) https://www.store-nabira.com/men/31036-bisht-miyaz-men-s-cape.html

20) https://qatar.jazp.com/ga-en/Al-Bayan-Bisht-Computer-Black/p/49660

21) http://elschicagomls.blogspot.com/2016/08/the-bshit-is-traditional-cloak-for.html

22) https://depositphotos.com/52060285/stock-photo-arab-saudi-emirates-woman-face.html
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23) https://abayasboutique.com/abayas/1169-the-black-texture-abaya.htmi
24) https://www.store-nabira.com/event-abaya/31219-abaya-dubai-talia-nidah-loose-fit-rhinestone.html
25) https://namu.wiki/w/%EB%8B%88%EC%BA%85
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27)

28)

29)

26)https://homastore.com/product/%d9%be%d8%a7%d8%0b1%da%86%d9%87-%da%86%d8%a7%d8%af%d8%b1-%d
8%b1%d9%86%da%af%db%8c-%d8%b2%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%87/
27)https://setare.com/fa/news/28346/%DI%BE%D8%B1%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%
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Cultural Diversity and Multiculturalism in Egypt

Mona Farouk M. Ahmed

Egypt has one of the oldest civilization on earth, the ancient Egyptian
civilization, which has its contributions to the culture of mankind not only in
Egypt but also around the world. Throughout history Egypt played a leading role
in the Mediterranean region which is in a central location of the world. The
strategic geographical location of Egypt gave her this importance not only among
her neighboring countries but also to other countries seeking for interests in
Egypt. The geographical location gave Egypt a cultural diversity as a part of
different regions. Africa, Asia, the Middle East, the Arab world, and the
Mediterranean region, all those regions had their impacts on Egyptian culture due
to this strategic location in the middle of the world. The map in pic.1 shows
that Egypt is a central part linking the two old continents; Africa and Asia,
through the Egyptian peninsula of Sinai. Egypt also connect the world through
Suez Canal which links between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.
Accordingly, all the cultures of those region contacted on the land of Egypt
throughout history.

Pic. 1: Egypt’s Location influence in its cultural diversity

100



Source: https://7tlliam.weebly.com/egypt-map.html
Cultural Diversity and Multiculturalism in Egypt:

The concepts of cultural diversity and multiculturalism are similar. We can
simply say that cultural diversity refers to the existence of a variety of cultures
in one society while multiculturalism refers to a case of maintaining the
distinctive identities of different cultural groups living in that society of cultural
diversity. In this sense, multiculturalism is opposite to the concept of “cultural
melting pot” assimilating different cultural groups into the dominant -culture.
Thus, we can say that the issue of minorities is relative to the concept of
“multiculturalism” defending the rights of those minorities to maintain their
distinct cultural features. So exploring the two terms in Egypt, we can see that
Egypt has a cultural diversity that can be seen in many different cultures
including ancient Egyptian, Arab, Coptic, western, Turkish and other cultures that
mixed and exchanged through Egypt’s history with long period of foreign rulers
and foreign settlers as well. As for multiculturalism, we can examine it through
the status of different cultural groups living in Egypt including Berbers, Nubians,

Copts, Bedouins and other minorities.

Overview on Egypt’s culture:

Egypt is the most Pic. 2: Map of Egypt’s population density
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Source:https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/8squOv/map_of _egypts_po
pulation_density/

Each city in Egypt has its cultural Pic. 3: Map of Egyptian cities
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Egyptian culture and Foreign culture

For thousands of years, Egypt was a world power, but after being
conquered initially by the Persians in 341 BC, the nation has been subjected to
the rule of numerous foreign powers, including the Greeks, Romans, Arabs,
Ottomans, and British. Thus, Egypt’s culture is a fusion of all the past empires
that established themselves on its soil. The importance of Egypt attracted many
foreign invaders throughout history seeking for their interests in this land. This
importance increased in the 19™ century as Egypt became an essential trade
thoroughfare thanks to the construction of the Suez Canal connecting between
the Mediterranean and Red Sea saving long time and effort for trade

transportation.

Pic.4: The Suez Canal Shortening the Sea Route from London to the
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Middle East and Africa

Source: http://geography.howstuffworks.com/africa/the-suez-canal.htm/printable
Multiculturalism through Egypt’s history:

In Ancient times, Egypt was ruled for the three centuries by Greeks
starting from Alexander the Great to Cleopatra (from 323 B.C. to 30 B.C.),
Greeks ruled Egypt not so much as foreign rulers but as the next dynasty
following pharaohs introducing themselves as direct descendants of Egyptian
pharaohs. This was clear in the influence of the Pharaonic style in the Greek
monuments and the interaction between Greek and Egyptian architecture. Thus,
the Greek rulers beginning with Alexander the Great adopted the status of
pharaohs and built temples for Egyptian gods together with Greek Gods
emphasizing the link and correlation between Greek and Egyptian deities
including the Egyptian main triad of the gods Osiris, Isis and Horus. Through
this, Greek culture mixed with Egyptian culture presenting one of the oldest
models of multiculturalism in the world. No wonder that the Greeks’ Egyptian

capital of Alexandria grew to be the cosmopolitan center of a hybrid culture.

The Ptolemies, the Greek royal family in Egypt, were influenced by the
Egyptian culture in many aspects. Among the Egyptian customs embraced by
Greeks was the marriage between brother and sister to keep political power in
the royal family. During the Greek era, Greek and Egyptian languages also
mixed to influence each other as the official affairs were conducted in Greek

and Demotic (a phase of Egyptian language used by the ordinary people instead
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of Hieroglyphs which was formal). In addition, other languages also were used
in the public life including Hebrew and Aramaic as languages of migrants and

visitors of Egypt.

Beginning with Greeks, and followed by Romans, Foreigners ruling Egypt
persistently continued until the modern era, as the last king of Egypt, King
Farouk, was also foreigner with Albanian roots. For centuries Egyptians were
ruled by foreigners and lived together with many different races. The cultures of
those foreigners mixed and interacted with Egyptian culture resulting a unique
culture. The language of Egyptians reflects this mixture, as Egyptian Arabic has
still words of many languages starting with words from the Ancient Egyptian
language from Ancient times to the Turkish, French, and English languages of
the modern times. A logical consequence of the long history of living together
with those different foreign people settled in Egypt for centuries during those

periods of different foreign occupation.

The following is a list of the foreign rule in Egypt

Foreign Rule in Egypt

Ancient times

Greek Ptolemaic dynasties 332-30 BC
Roman and Byzantine Empire 30 BC-641 AD
Sasanian Persian Empire 619-629

Medieval times (Muslim Conguest)

Rashidun Egypt (Arab Muslims) 641-661
Umayyad Egypt (Arab Muslims) 661-750
Abbasid Egypt (Arab Muslims) 750-935
Tulunid dynasty (Turkic of Uzbek origin) 868-905
Ikhshidid dynasty (Turkic of Uzbek origin) 935-969

Fatimid dynasty (Ismaili Shia of North Africa with 969-1171

Arab-Persian origin)
Ayyubid dynasty (Sunni Muslims of Kurdish origin) 1171-1250
Mamluk dynasties (Mostly Kipchak Turks from Central Asia) 1250-1517
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Modern times

Ottoman Empire (Turks from Central Asia) 1517-1867
French occupation 1798-1801

Muhammad Ali dynasty (Macedonian born in Greece of an 1805-1853
Albanian family)

Khedivate of Egypt (Mohammed Ali’s family) 1867-1914
British occupation & (Mohammed Ali’s family) 18821922
Sultanate of Egypt (Mohammed Ali’s family) 1914-1922
Kingdom of Egypt (Mohammed Ali’s family) 1922-1953

Europeans and westernizing the Egyptian society

The first European occupation of Egypt in the modern times was through
France at the end of the 18th Century. The French occupation did not last so
long as it was for almost three years (1798-1801). Napoleon Bonaparte initiated
that occupation, which opened the door for the Egyptian society to contact the
European renaissance of that era after a long period of being away from the
western influence. Thus, through French Egyptian were introduced to new
knowledge and new technology of that time. The printing press was among that
technology introduced by then to Egyptians. Through the French printing
machines brought by Napoloen, the first French newspaper “Le Courrier de
L’Egypte” in Egypt was published in addition to another weekly French
newspaper “La Décade Egyptienne” and an Arabic newspaper “al-Ushuriah

al-Masriyyah” was also published as the first Egyptian newspaper as well.
Multiculturalism in the Modermm Egyptian Society: Westernization of Egypt

Sooner after the end of French occupation, Egypt started its modernization
thanks to the efforts of the new ruler of Egypt, Mohammed Ali, who is also
foreigner of Albania which was part of the Ottoman empire by that time.
Mohammed Ali is considered to be the Founder of Modern Egypt through his
reform project using European modern technology and promoting western
education in Egypt. Thus, we can say that Mohammad Ali started the
Westernization of Egypt. This was through dispatching Egyptian officials and
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officers to receive training of those technologies and modern education in
Europe. In addition, he sent also missions of Egyptian students to get higher
education in Europe especially to France. Those Egyptian officers and students
came back to Egypt with the European culture and contributed to westernization
of the Egyptian societies through their interpretation of FEuropean culture
including literature, arts, and other phases of culture. This westernization efforts
continued under the rule of Mohamed Ali’s descendant to be one of the features
of the rule of Mohammed Ali’s family ruled Egypt for more than a century
from 1805 till 1952.

Promoting Multiculturalism through the Capitulations: privileges for foreigners in
Egypt

Capitulations was a system of privileges for foreigners living on the lands
of the Ottoman Empire based on treaties with countries of those foreigners.
Thus, this system was applied in Egypt since the Ottoman rule. According to the
capitulations, European and American residents in Egypt had the privileges of
being exempted from local taxation and being subjected only to their own
consular courts. This system continued under the rule of Mohamed Ali’s family
encouraging foreigners to settle in Egypt. In the sixties of the 19™ century, the
cotton boom took place attracting traders and merchants to immigrate from
Europe to Egypt. By that time, Greeks were the largest foreign group settling in
Egypt. Since then, foreign communities formed emphasizing the multiculturalism

in the Egyptian society.

In this context, it is understandable to see foreigners and Egyptians of
foreign descent increasing in Egypt in that era, and that they were used in high
rank official positions. Among them, we can see ministers like Nubar Pasha, of
Armenian descent serving Mohamed Ali’s grandson Ismaeil during his rule of
Egypt. Nubar Pasha played an important role in promoting the multiculturalism
in the Egyptian society through establishing the Mixed Courts in 1875 with
foreign and Egyptian judges serving together according to the French law for

judging the civil cases involving foreigners in Egypt.

Accordingly, Multiculturalism can be seen clear in the Egyptian societies

with many foreigners settled in Egypt in that era in addition to the ruling elite
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being of foreign origin welcoming and encouraging foreigners to live in Egypt
and using them in high rank positions. The palaces of that era witness this
influence of the European culture and the luxurious life of those foreigners in
Egypt. Mohamed Ali’s family left many monuments of their residents proving
this. Abdeen Palace and Saffron palaces are among many of those examples.
Moreover, luxurious palaces of foreigners also were evidence for their luxurious
life in Egypt by then. An example can be seen in the Sakakini palace still
standing to the present time with its luxurious architecture of French style built
by an Italian architect. Sakakini Pacha was a Syrian high rank officer in the
Suez Canal company. He was close to Egypt’s ruler Khedive Ismail entitled him
with the high rank of “Pasha”. He was so wealthy that he also built a great
church establishing the Roman Catholic Patriarchate and built a cemetery for

Roman Catholics as well.

Pic. 5: El-Sakakini Palace in Cairo

Source:

https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/02/10/sakakini-palace-the-story-behind-one-of-cairos-

architectural-gems/
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European Occupation and its influence on Multiculturalism in Egypt

The last European occupation in Egypt was the British starting from 1882
till the departure of the last British troops in 1956. The foreign communities
grew under this era of the British occupation as foreigners and especially British
and their allies were encouraged to settle in Egypt with many privileges
guaranteeing them with a life of good quality. Many of the celebrities in Egypt
were foreigners or with a foreign origin. Examining the Egyptian cinema since
its emergence we can see many of those foreigners settled in Egypt. Famous
actors with great contributions to the Egyptian cinema industry like the Lebanese
George Abyad (1880-1959), the Jewish Italian Togo Mizrahi (1901-1986), and
Stephan Rosti (1891-1964) of an Italian mother and Austrian father are examples
of many for those foreigners settled in Egypt.

Long western occupation had its impacts on the Egyptian society that was
sort of westernized for this period. This can be seen in all Egyptian movies of
this period showing the life of Egyptian society same similar to the European
society, not for only the high social class, but also for middle class and the
educated society, that can be seen in the fashion of clothing, hair style, and

even in social habits like alcohol drinking.

Pic. 6: European culture in the appearance of Egypt’s elite seen in the picture
taken in 1930 for the last king of Egypt, King Farouk and his sisters

Source: https://www.arageek.com/ibda3world/egypt-masr-images-pictures
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Pic. 7: Western stile of Cairo’s streets and Egyptian society seen in picture taken
in 1941

Source: https://www.arageek.com/ibda3world/egypt-masr-images-pictures

The numbers of foreign settlers in Egypt reduced after the end of the
foreign rule due to many factors including the nationalization adopted by
Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser. However, at the present time, those old
foreign communities still have their mark in Egyptian society and some of them
remained taking Egypt as their home. So, we can trace Greeks, Turks, Italians,
Armenians, and other foreigners still having their own communities in Egypt. In

addition to many Egyptians with foreign origins.
Ethnic groups in Egypt:

1) Nubians:

The last foreign rule of Egypt was through the European colonization in
the 19" and 20™ centuries that decided the boundaries between Egypt and
surrounding countries resulting in dividing groups of the same cultural identity
through those boundaries and adding more diversity to the Egyptian culture. This
can be seen in the case of Nubians divided between Egypt and Sudan. Since the
colonization decision of fixing the boundaries between Egypt and Sudan through
the Agreement of 1899, Nubians were divided between the two countries. Till
the present time, Nubians still struggle to maintain their identity and their rights.

As a good step in the way of the multiculturalism in Egypt, in 2015, Nubians
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attained a political achievement assigning their own parliamentary seat for first
time in Egypt’s parliament. However, Nubian activists still feel the need of

continuing their struggle to maintain their rights.

Pic. 8: Nubians maintaining their culture in Egypt

Nubian music Nubians dancing in the celebration of
the Nubian da
b

Source: http://egypttoday.com/Article/4/89362/July-7-marks-World-Nubian-Day
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Pic. 8: Nubian distinctive architecture of the Nubian houses in Aswan of South

Egypt
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Source:

https://arabic.cnn.com/travel/article/2020/01/21/gharb-sohail-nubian-village-aswan-e
gypt

2. Berbers (Amazigh):

The Berbers (Amazigh people) are another ethnic group living in Egypt and
specifically in Siwa Oasis near to the western borders with Libya where more
Amazigh groups live. In Egypt, there are about 30,000 Berbers clustered in the
Siwa Oasis in the Marsa Matrouh Governorate situated on the coast of the
Mediterranean Sea. Those Berbers are a part of groups living in other North
African countries like Tunis, Algeria, and Morocco. They keep their distinct
dialect, rituals, traditions, and customs. Amani Al-Wishahi, Vice President of the
World Amazigh Congress Organization in Egypt, was interviewed by
Al-Arabiya.net declaring that “the Amazighs of Egypt are divided into two parts,
the first are those who are concentrated in Siwa and are called the speaking
Amazigh, and the second are non-speaking Amazighs and are concentrated in
southern Egypt. Specifically, Qena and they are called the gathering of tribes of
Hawara." She added that the Berbers of Siwa numbered 28 thousand people, and
they are distinguished by their Amazigh dialect and their preservation of some
Berber customs and traditions, and until recently, it was not to marry outside the
tribe. The Amazighs of Hawara are not Berber speakers and they are living in
south of Egypt where they dissolved and merged among Arab tribes that formed
an alliance to repel the invasions and attacks of the Mamluks in Upper Egypt

and called it the "Hawara tribes" gathering.

Pic. 9: Houses of Amazigh people in Siwa oasis, Egypt

Source: https://inspiration.rehlat.com/ar/nature-wildlife/amazigh-in-egypt/
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Pic. 10: Distinctive culture of Amazigh people in Egypt

Source: Source:
https://inspiration.rehlat.com/ar/nat  https://www.noonpost.com/content/24921
ure-wildlife/amazigh-in-egypt/

Multiculturalism through the refugees in Egypt:

Due to non-stabile conditions and wars in some Arab and African countries
like Palestine, Iraq, Sudan, Syria, Eritrea, and Ethiopia. There are refugees of
those countries especially Syrians who increased after the deteriorated situation in
Syria since the Arab spring revolutions. Those refugees whose number estimated
to exceed 5 million also have their own distinctive cultures that they are trying

to maintain while living in Egypt.

Egypt was also host to many different communities during the colonial
period, including Greeks, Italians, and also from war-torn areas; the Lebanese,
Syro-Lebanese, and other minority groups like Jews, Armenians, Turks and
Albanians, though most either left or were compelled to leave after political
developments in the 1950s. The country still hosts some 90,000 refugees and

asylum seekers, mostly Palestinians and Sudanese.
Egyptians abroad and their contributions to multiculturalism in Egypt:

The Egyptian society continued in the same trend much more similar to
European societies than to the traditional Islamic society, until the defeat
happened in the war of 1967, which was a chock for the whole society. This
had its impacts on the religious practices of the society, as usually people are
closer to God when they face crisis, especially when that crisis made the future

uncertain. This is how Egyptians who witnessed this defeat tell about it.
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However, this is believed to be a turning point of the religious attitude of the
Egyptian society which began to behave more religiously since then. One of
the impacts of that military defeat was clear in the economic crisis that Egypt
suffered in the 70s, this also may explain the fact the revival of interest in

Sufism since the early 1970s.

Due to the economic crisis after the 1967 defeat, many Egyptians of the
middle class went to work in the Saudi Kingdom and Gulf countries, which also
had another impact on the religious attitude and thinking of these people, as
they turned back to Egypt influenced by the religious life they had in those
countries which formed the Salafi trend since then. Some other Egyptians
immigrate to Europe and US were much influenced on the opposite way.
Accordingly, by the end of the last century, Egyptian society with its huge
number of population was a mixture of different Muslim groups, starting with
the non-religious Muslims that have no Islamic knowledge but the name of
Muslims, and who can be found in the poor communities in countryside that
sinking in poverty and ignorance, and also can be found in the rich communities

of high class that have much more interests in life rather than religion.

In 2019, Egypt had the largest number of people living abroad according to
the World Migration report of the UN for 2020. The emigration trend increased
since it was recognized as a constitutional right according to the 1971
Constitution. The estimated number of Egyptian living abroad exceeded 9.5
million Egyptians since 2017 as declared by the Egyptian Central Agency for
Public Mobilization and Statistics. Among those Egyptians abroad about 70% live
in Arab countries (Mostly Saudi Arabia and other Gulf countries), and the rest
of Egyptian abroad live mostly in North America (United States and Canada),
Europ and Australia. Those Egyptians also contribute to the multiculturalism by
the foreign cultures they gain in their living abroad and thus transmitting those
cultures to the Egyptian society through their visits or contacting with families

and friends in Egypt.
Education and Multiculturalism in Egypt:

Examining the education institutions in Egypt, we can see a clear

multiculturalism through the foreign educational institutions presented different
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foreign educational system found in all levels of education starting with
kindergartens to schools and universities. American, British, French, German and
recently Japanese and Korean universities are few examples of those foreign
institutions providing official system of education following their culture.
Accordingly, Egyptian students learn and gain those foreign cultures through
those educational institutions. On the other hand, Egyptian universities were
leading institutions in the region and that also attracted students of other
countries to come to Egypt to get their education in Egyptian universities like
Cairo university, and Al-Azhar university, which is considered as the most
prestigious university of Sunni Islamic education attracting yearly about 30,000

students from over 100 countries all over the world.
Conclusion:

Egypt is a country of a rich cultural diversity through its history. The
Egyptian people used to live together with other foreign cultures, mixing and
exchanging with them throughout the long history of Egypt. Multiculturalism
appeared in the Egyptian society from old times as many foreigners of different
origins ruled Egypt and invited people of their origins to immigrate to Egypt
while encouraging other foreigners to settle down in Egypt providing them with
many privileges. The long foreign occupation was reflected in the
multiculturalism of Egyptian society not only through the foreign migrants settled
in Egypt, but also through the ethnic groups divide through the political borders
between countries after the independence. Moreover, the Egyptians living abroad,
and the foreign educational institutions established in Egypt also contribute to the

multiculturalism of the Egyptian society.

114



References:

1. https://www.diversityabroad.com/articles/travel-guide/egypt
2. https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/07/science/when-the-greeks-ruled-egypt-
highlights-the-diversity-of-cultures-in-ptolemaic-egypt.html

3. https://www.saic.edu/~llivin/research/greeks_egyptian_gods/

4. https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/02/10/sakakini-palace-the-story-behind-on
e-of-cairos-architectural-gems/

5. https://journals.openedition.org/remmm/12117

6. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephan_Rosti

7. https://www.bibalex.org/alexcinema/actors/George_Abyad.html

8. https://egyptindependent.com/communities-egypts-greek-legacy/

9. https://arabwindow.net/world/news84113.html

10.  https://www.dw.com/ar/ 4,¥)-0a-a sea-(gari-lis ) S- pas/a-53560698

11. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/egypt-migration-and-diaspora-politi
cs-emerging-transit-country

12.  https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr 2020.pdf

13. https://egyptindependent.com/9-5-million-egyptians-live-abroad-mostly-saudi-
arabia-jordan/

14. https://www.csia-oxford.org/al-azhar-university.html

115


https://www.diversityabroad.com/articles/travel-guide/egypt
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/07/science/when-the-greeks-ruled-egypt-highlights-the-diversity-of-cultures-in-ptolemaic-egypt.html
https://www.saic.edu/~llivin/research/greeks_egyptian_gods/
https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/02/10/sakakini-palace-the-story-behind-one-of-cairos-architectural-gems/
https://journals.openedition.org/remmm/12117
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephan_Rosti
https://www.bibalex.org/alexcinema/actors/George_Abyad.html
https://egyptindependent.com/communities-egypts-greek-legacy/
https://arabwindow.net/world/news84113.html
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/egypt-migration-and-diaspora-politics-emerging-transit-country
https://www.csia-oxford.org/al-azhar-university.html

The Development of Arabic and Persian Calligraphy

Mohamad Vafadar Moradi Astan Quds Razavi

Talking about the history of calligraphy as a tool for recording ideas is not an
easy task, but it is necessary and pleasant, and it is accompanied by memorable
stories and tales. In fact, the beginning of human civilization coincides with the
emergence of scripts.

Obviously, every civilization in a specific geographical area in ancient times,
has invented its own script.

With a brief overview of the early ancient civilizations; pictorial scripts,
Cuneiform, Hebrew and consequently in the vast plateau of Iran comes to mind.
The beginning of cuneiform was influenced by the Elamite civilization in 4000
BC, but it is generally believed that the calligraphers were the Phoenicians.

1. In Zoroastrian narrations (national stories of ancient Persians) it is stated
that
Tahmourth Pishdadi was the first who learned seven types of calligraphy and
secondly popularized it.

2. It is also mentioned in Syriac documents: Zoroaster wrote the Avesta in
seven languages and scripts: Syriac, Middle Persian, Arami, Segestani, Marvazi,
Greek and Hebrew.

Therefore, it is certain that in pre-Islamic Iran, Syriac and cuneiform scripts
were common for ancient Persian and Aramaic; Greek and Hebrew scripts were
common among Persian Jews.

It is evident from the prevalence of several scripts among Persians that the
people and scholars of Persia were not prejudiced against a particular script and

only easy writing was important to them.

* Therefore, the traditional calligraphy of Persia before the advent of Islam are:
1. Cuneiform
Which was written from left to right and was adopted from Akkadian

cuneiform and facilitated by the Persians, so the oldest existing written
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documents belong to the Achaemenid era and cuneiform, which is composed of
horizontal lines.
2. Pahlavi script

In the year 330 before Christ with the military domination of the Greeks and
Macedonians, Greek script was common in Persia, which can be seen in the
inscriptions of Shapur 1 (241 AD).

In the reign of Belash I (121 AD), Aramaic letters were first seen on Parthian
coins in Persia , which some orientalists have called it the Parthian or Shemali
or Pahlavi Ashkani scripts.

Therefore, the Pahlavi or Middle Persian script includes the Parthian Pahlavi
and the Sassanid Pahlavi, which is taken from the Aramaic alphabet and is
written from right to left and has 14 letters.

3. Din Dabire Script

This script was used to write the Avesta, which was invented at the end of
the Sassanid period and was written from right to left, and is also known as
Zand and Pazand.

4. Ibn al-Nadim, (380 AH), in the famous book of Alfehrest has mentioned the

seven old and ancient scripts in Persia.

<Calligraphy and civilization of writing in post-Islamic Iran>
Introduction:

In the early centuries of Islamic Persia, Persians relied on Manichaean and
Pahlavi scripts.

In the same era, an Persian Muslim named Yazid Farsi tried to improve and
simplify the writing of the Holy Qur'an in Kufic script, which was not
influenced by the Nabatacan and Syriac scripts and was free from ambiguity for
non-Arabs, especially Persian Muslims and to Eliminate the problem of lack of
semicolons and lack of writing in short and long vowels.

Persians played an effective role in the evolution of Kufic script and ancient
manuscripts and turning it into the legible art and calligraphy.

Abu al-Aswad Dueli Parsi pupil and graduate of the school of Amir
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al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib played a role in creating dots and Arabic vowels
to prevent misreading for non-Arab nations.

Therefore, putting dots is called Ejam in the dictionary because the Arabs
were calling the Non-Arabs as Ajam.

Of course, the Persians from the third century due to the formation of
independent and semi-independent governments from the caliphate of Baghdad
and the need for court correspondence gradually recognized the Persian alphabet
and consequently the Manichaean and Pahlavi scripts were forgotten.

Common scripts of Persia after the spread of Quranic civilization

According to historians, before the spread of Islam outside the boundaries of
the Hijaz and their peninsula, among Arab Muslims there were only a few close
companions of the Prophet Mohammad who were literate and familiar with
Aramaic Humiri and Nebati scripts and it is recorded that there were only 17
calligraphers in Quraysh, among them are Amir al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abtaleb ,
Talha, Abu Hudhayfah, Abu Salma Makhzoumi., Aban bin Saeed.

Therefore, those who were the calligraphers of the Quran in the first decade
of the emergence of Islam are: Ubi ibn Ka'b, Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, Zayd ibn
Thabit from the companions and Amir al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib from the
family of the Prophet and Abu Musa al-Ash'ari and Miqdad ibn Amru.

later the literary figures in the cities of Kufa and Basra, invented the Kufic
script which was influenced by two Scripts of Arami and Nabati. The Kufic
script was very famous in the 9th and 10th century AD.

It is noteworthy that the Kufic script even after the 3rd and 4th centuries AH
appeared in the writing of the Holy Books on paper and also in the titles and
architectural inscriptions as a decorative Kufic script.

Meanwhile over the passage of time, different types of Eastern Kufic , West

Kufic and decorative kufic scripts appeared in different works.

Aghlam Sete:

In 10th and 11th century AD with the aim of easy writing and in the
continuation of the necessity of the forced evolution of the script and the writing
of six scripts: Raqa, new Naskh, Reyhan, Mohaqqaq Toqiyya was created in
which the Persian played an undeniable role in their appearance.

However, in Persia and the Islamic world, according to historical studies,
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about 60 scripts became common, such as the Maghrebi, Turkestani, Kashmiri
and Hindi as well as types of calligraphy such as: Tughri, Zelf Arous, Larze,
Tahrir, Moegh Li And others like Taliq and Shekaste Taliq, Nasta'liq or Shkaste
Nastaliq and Art Calligraphy and Siyaq are recent types of Persians Muslim
Scripts.

But what is almost certain is that the birth of the six scripts mentioned above
is due to the efforts of the three Iranian calligraphers: Ibn Mugqalla, Farsi
Beizavi (died 328 AH), Ibn Bawab al-Baghdadi known as the Qibla al-Kuttab (
413 AH), Ibn Waraq of Ghaznavid Khorasani (late 5th century AH / 11 AD).

Conclusion: A reflection on the specific scripts of Islamic Persia

1. Taliq Script in the sources and references: Khaje Abul al.

1-2. Hassan Ibn Hussein Ali Farsi (10 AD). He was the calligrapher of the
court of Azdullah Dailami. It is also said that he made Taliq script from Naskh
, Tholth and Reqah and used in official correspondence which was also known
as Tersel.

1-3. Khajeh Nizam-ol-Molk Ahmad Monshi Semnani (8th century AH / 14 AD)
Contemporary with Shah Shoja Mamdouh Hafez Shirazi, who was mentioned by
the names of Khajeh Ahmad Monshi and Siraj Shirazi and was in charge of
composition and was also known as Yaghoot Farsi. He has adopted the Taliq

script from the Raqgah Script.

2. Nastaliq Script.

The second special calligraphy of Persians after the Taliq, taken from the two
scripts of Naskh and Taliq is the Nasta'liq script , which was officially made in
the eighth and early ninth centuries by the famous calligrapher Mir Ali Tabrizi,
who died in 850 AH.

Later in 833 AH, by order of Baysonghor Mirza Teymouri, the Shahnameh of
Baysonghor was written in the beautiful Nastaliq script of Jafar Tabrizi - its
exquisite copy is available in Saadabad library.

But the two centuries of development of Nastaliq was Mir Ali Heravi until
the second half of the 10th century AH / 16 AD. Mir Emad Hassani
overshadowed the Mir Ali script and founded a more complete style that lasted

for nearly 400 years.
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During his time, the Persian Nasta'liq spread to the Indo-Ottoman lands.

In the 13th century AH / 19 AD, that is the Qajar era, by the Vesal Shirazi
family and their children and others, the glory of the Nasta'liq calligraphy was
preserved until Mohammad Reza kl hr gave a special elegance to the Nasta'liq
calligraphy, which by applying changes to Mir Emad's style a new Nasta'liq was

created that continues up to now.

3 broken lines

The third special script of Islamic Persia is the broken Nastaliq, which was
built in the second half of the 11th century AH.

In the second half of the 11th century AH / 17 AD, the Nasta'liq script was
invented by Morteza Qolikhan Shamloo, the ruler of Herat.

The broken (Shekaste) script was legalized by Mohammad Shafi Hosseini,
known as Shafi'a

Finally, it reached the peak of beauty and perfection by Abdolmajid Taleghani,
known as Darwish Abdolmajid (died 1185 AH at the age of 35). He was born
in Mehran Taleghan and studied in Isfahan. He was a poet and a member of
the Mushtaq Literary Association.

He developed the broken script to the same peak that Mir Emad Qazvini
brought for the Nastaliq script. Mirza Kuchak was one of his students.

4. Siyaq Script

Siyaq calligraphy is in fact the usual script of the people of the office and
the Court of Accounts, who wrote numbers, quantities and weights in a special
way, using intermittent and abbreviated words.

This script migrated to many countries in Pakistan and the Indian subcontinent
and was known as "Ragam" and among Arabs was known as "Diwani", and in

the Ottoman Empire was known as the "Siyaqat™
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Persian and Arabic Calligraphy at a Glance

Mahmood Vatankhah (Tarbiat Modares University)

The common feature between Korean and Iranian culture is that
both countries respect and promote their native languages and scripts as
important parts of their identity. The cultural values, stories, legends,
heroes, and collective memory of a country are preserved in the
language and script of that nation. In much the same way Koreans
celebrate their cultural identity and independence by preserving their
language and script, Iranians are trying to maintain a part of their
ancient 1dentity and culture by embracing the Persian language and
creating literary and artistic works. Also, Iranians had a notable impact

on the development, innovations, and aesthetics of Islamic calligraphy.

Because of these cultural similarities between the two countries,
especially with regard to language, script, and the art of calligraphy, it
will be possible to develop new cultural and artistic projects in the
future. Since calligraphy holds a unique place in some cultures and
regions, such as East and West Asia. In these cultures, the importance
of language and literature makes this a special place. The reason is that
language, literature, and writing are the bearers of identity and national
values and are deeply rooted in the lives of people and across social

strata.

Muslims originated in the seventh century A.D and dominated
much of West Asia until about two to three centuries later. Islamic
culture on the one hand competed with Byzantine pictorial and visual
culture, and on the other hand was a neighbor and companion of ancient
Iranian culture, which had a rich history of administrative systems,
languages, and scripts, as well as advanced teachers and scribes.
Therefore, the prominent Muslim historian /bn Nadim of the tenth
century A.D introduces the Sassanid Iranians to seven different kinds of
script and 14 font types. (Ibn Nadim, 2002, 19—25).
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Hence, Islamic culture was more inclined towards Iranian
civilization in the struggle for this competitive atmosphere and chose a
different path from Roman pictorial culture, and thus turned to art forms
like calligraphy and book decoration. (Grabar, 2017: 269—274) Iranians
contributed especially to the «creation of Islamic calligraphy, the
invention of many scripts, and the peak of Islamic calligraphy's aesthetic
standards. As Iranian calligraphy developed with the invention of 7a7iqg,
Nasta'liq, and Shikasteh Nasta'lig over the centuries, new trends such as

Naghashikhat (Painting—Calligraphy) began to emerge.

"Naghashikhat", the result of the confrontation of contemporary
Iranian painters with the art of traditional calligraphy, has a rich
historical background in Iranian Arts. Historically, graphical interaction
with writing and calligraphy existed from the ninth and tenth century
A.D in the Nishabur pottery in eastern Iran to the development of
shaped scripts under the Safavid and Qajar rulers. (Vatankhah Khaneghah
and Maziar, 20201: 115—124).

In the modern art of calligraphy, contemporary Iranian artists add
traditional calligraphy to their paintings through a variety of methods. As
a result, a wide range of calligraphic artwork has been created and

prominent artists have been introduced to the world stage.

As 1 experienced the atmosphere of -calligraphy art, I also created
artworks with different tendencies and ideas. Some of my works held a
strong focus on classic scripts like Nasta'lig while others preserved the
original East Asian style of calligraphy. Islamic calligraphy focuses on
the precise execution of geometrical shapes and a good control of the
pen on paper. Furthermore, the placement of specific words in the
overall composition is important (Vatankhah Khaneghah and Maziar,
2020: 63—72). But in the calligraphy traditions of East Asia, we are
more confronted with an expressionist and improvised atmosphere in
which the brushstrokes transmit the artist's emotional expression as

well.

As a result, in a collection of artworks entitled "You and Me" 1
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aimed to capture a mood between East Asian and Islamic calligraphy. In
some of my works, I attempt to involve the surrounding space around
the work by incorporating protrusions in the texture of the painting to
cross the two—dimensional surface of the canvas into three—dimensional
volume and space. I have often used modern and classical Persian
poems as subtext in my artworks, but I avoid directly referencing their
texts. My goal is to create a challenge between the audience and the
artwork through the perception of form and texture, so that, in a
relatively complex process and in the envelope, they can achieve the
text, theme, and content of the piece.

As an artist working in contemporary Iranian calligraphy, I'm still
researching different atmospheres and although today's artists have a
great desire to find their style quickly, I expect my journey to discover
a personal style to be very long and complex. I hope you find this

content useful and interesting.
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